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● Original question: How can we represent correspondents over time within 
the constraints of a traditional finding aid?

Disclaimer: Work in Progress

● This presentation: Our project, some challenges, implications for how 
ePADD can be integrated into hybrid collection processing, and our 
dreams versus our reality in building the finding aid



The Richard Garwin Papers
● Who is Garwin?

○ American physicist, best known for helping develop the H-Bomb
○ Later worked as an advocate for arms control, advised multiple presidential 

administrations
○ Had a 40 year career at IBM’s Watson Laboratory - filed 47 patents
○ Elected to APS membership in 1979

● The Collection
○ Physical component: ~200 linear feet (unprocessed)

■ Incoming and outgoing correspondence, office files, personal papers
○ Digital component: ~8.25GB

■ Email, digital files
■ Digital files include outgoing physical correspondence as SCRIPTXS files and 

series of early emails from IBM in text file format



Physical Correspondence
● Work so far

○ Physical processing being done by Melanie Rinehart, an APS archivist
○ Correspondence from 1981-2010
○ 72 full bankers boxes -> 220 Hollinger boxes (92 linear feet)
○ Folder level processing - arranged by year, then correspondent

● Digital duplicates?
○ SCRIPTXS copies of outgoing correspondence
○ 1970s onward





Email
● This is the first ePADD collection for the APS!
● Pre-weeding statistics

○ November 2001 - present
○ 320,137 emails, 54,811 correspondents

■ Wait…54,811?? 

● Need for multiple migrations may have impacted metadata
○ Garwin converted NSF (LotusNotes) -> PST

■ Done via MailsDaddy software before donation
○ Emailchemy license for ePADD converted PST ->MBOX

● Another factor: text files of emails c. 1990-2001
○ Garwin migrated from IBM computer to text files



ePADD Capabilities: Correspondents
● Correspondent browsing view



ePADD Capabilities: Correspondents
● Correspondent report view



ePADD Capabilities: Correspondents
● Correspondent editing view



Our Correspondent Issues



ePADD Capabilities: Correspondents
● Disadvantage of first collection: Would correspondents have been 

cleaner if the emails were originally PST/MBOX? You tell me!
● Email/digital versus physical correspondents

○ Cleaning mostly done, but need to test what that does to ePADD 
contents on reingest…



ePADD Capabilities: Other
● Entity analysis

○ People, places, corporate names
○ Can be kept in mind for subject headings

● Authority control
○ Can be used as a quick way to find “correspondents of note”

● Lexicon search
○ Can be used to find PII or certain topics for series
○ Get creative by making your own lexicon



Workflow Possibilities
● Should we process email first?

○ ePADD can help draw out subjects, important correspondents
○ ePADD can find terms that you’re interested in, sometimes including PII

● Don’t overlook the potential issues
○ Email may be different time span - focus of career might change
○ Personal versus professional correspondents - the move to texting

■ This deserves more discussion!



Finding Aid: Expectations
● Need to work within constraints of existing style sheet

PARENT NAME
CHILD NAME YEAR BOX/FOLDER

so…
PARENT NAME

CHILD NAME YEAR BOX/FOLDER
CHILD NAME [null] ePADD (link to search)
CHILD NAME [null] SCRIPTXS file (link to DigLib)
CHILD NAME [null] IBM file (link to DigLib)

● Way too labor intensive! Over 17k SCRIPTXS and IBM files
○ Plus, file names logical but not clear/obvious



Finding Aid: Reality
● Note with ePADD link in Scope and Content and at top of  

Correspondence Series
● Separate link - downloadable file with list of correspondents that appear 

in email and physical correspondence
○ Have correspondent output from ePADD
○ Can search digital files for names from physical list
○ This at least will give researchers a heads up and easier/faster search method
○ Balance between staff time and access

● Similar solution (downloadable guide) for SCRIPTXS outgoing 
correspondence and text files of pre-2001 emails

● Hoping to still do some fun correspondent analysis for future Garwin 
digital project!
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