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Through the Years



Accessioned accounts
• Role at the Smithsonian or specific 

project – Secretary, undersecretaries, 
directors, curators, etc.

• When the account holder leaves the 
Smithsonian, but can be taken in sooner

• No weeding done by SIA except Junk 
Email or Deleted Items folders in some 
cases

• 15-year-access restriction. PII 
permanently restricted



CERP in 2005
• Smithsonian Institution Archives           

and Rockefeller Archives Center pilot

• Three Smithsonian offices

• Practices with both email and digital 
records

• SI migrating from GroupWise to Outlook

• Tested various tools and worked with 
another project at the State Archives of 
North Carolina, KY, and PA - EMCAP



Our Approach

• Open formats
• Anyone could adopt/adapt
• Accounts, not individual emails

• Easier manageability at this level



CERP Parser

http://squeak.org/Download/


Preservation

• Preservation output through 
Email Account XML Schema 
(EAXS) using the parser

• Human and machine readable 
but not “pretty”



CERP Parser

http://squeak.org/Download/


DArcMail (Digital Archive for eMail) Suite



DarcMailXml conversion from MBOX to XML



Log for conversion to preservation XML



DArcMail functions



Review, Access - DArcMail



Search results



Message view 



Export selection to new MBOX file



Review, Access - ePADD



2020s

National Postal Museum, 
Accession Number: A.2006-34

• Larger accounts
• More people leaving

= more accessions
• Virus scan tool discontinued



Email Projects/Events/Reports



Previous workflow

Acquire email 
and create 

working copy

Scan for 
viruses

MBOX 
generation 
from PST/s

Logs for 
archival team 

appraisal

Accession 
assigned

Preservation 
processes 
with XML

Repository 
Ingest

Bottleneck here due to time 
to take to complete



Current workflow

Acquire 
email and 

create 
working copy

Scan for 
viruses

MBOX 
generation

Logs for 
archival team 
appraisal or  
reviews the 

PST/s

Accession 
assigned or 

declined

MBOX 
generation

Preservation 
processes 

with XML or 
later

Repository 
Ingest

XX



Other tools



ePADD today
– Now 

accepting 
PSTs!



Potential workflow

Acquire email and 
create working 

copy

Ingest PST/s into 
ePADD with 

Emailchemy tool 
add in

Review folders for 
processing in 

ePADD.

Do weeding of 
accepted list of 

general subjects,  
correspondents, 

entities, etc. 
Export new set of 

MBOX files

Review weeded 
account in ePADD 

and/or a log 
generated from 
the new ePADD 

MBOX 

If additional 
processing is 

done, all Bagged 
ePADD outputs 

are ready

Repository 
Ingest



• Don’t transfer directories
o Junk
o Personal
o Personnel
o Deleted Items – sometimes *

Ingest of PST/s with the Emailchemy for ePADD tool



11.5 GB account

More than 53,000 
messages



Weeding – do not transfer



Selecting Items



ePADD Bag



• PSTs into ePADD – not complete. Calendar?

• CSVs don’t have subject line – but it’s coming
• Directory/subdirectory structure not retained 

on import into ePADD

• Orcids and Sharepoint URLs flagged as CCNs. 
Finding SSNs

First Impressions



First Impressions
• Accounts larger than 40 GB have crashed        

– revisit

• Some formatting issues in the messages. 
Nature of email though

• Faster way to review and “weed” for final 
version. 

• Appraising archivist – likes the ease of use 
and the authorities in processing module. 



Moving ahead

Where do the other previous tools fit in?

New release coming that will have the subject in the CSV. 


Tradeoff – willing to live 
without those Calendar 
items showing up for 
appraisal?

How will tasks and calendar 
items be preserved?

Appraisal – will the archivists want to learn ePADD for 
reviewing? Or back to the logs?



Thank you!

Questions?
schmitzfuhrigl@si.edu

or @LyndaLSF

Archives of American Art,
(DSI-AAA)6591

mailto:schmitzfuhrigl@si.edu
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